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Based on current trends, China's per-person carbon emissions will surpass that of the 
United States in 2017, a report says. 
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A combination of an infrastructure building spree and the ramping up of carbon-intensive 
industries after the 2008 financial crisis means China is now being catapulted into the 
ranks of developed world countries when it comes to per person carbon dioxide 
emissions. 

China already emits more carbon per person than France and Spain and on current trends 
will surpass the United States as early as 2017, according to the report conducted by the 
Netherlands Environmental Assessment agency and sponsored by the European 
Commission. 



"Due to its rapid economic development, per capita emissions in China are quickly 
approaching levels common in the industrialized countries," wrote the authors of the 
report, Long-Term Trend in Global CO2 Emissions. 

The reports says, "If the current trends in emissions by China and the industrialized 
countries including the U.S. would continue for another seven years, China will overtake 
the U.S. by 2017 as highest per capita emitter among the 25 largest emitting countries." 

The 40-page report, based on recent results from the Emissions Database for Global 
Atmospheric Research (EDGAR) and latest statistics for energy use and other activities, 
is the most up-todate assessment of China's position in global emissions tables. 

China overtook the United States as the world largest producer of greenhouse gases in 
2007, but has defended its emissions levels by arguing its carbon footprint was 
reasonable for a developing country when calculated on a per person basis. 

Analysts said the new data reflected not only China's spiralling emissions, but also the 
fact that, as the emissions of European Union countries continued to fall, China was 
converging with the developed world more quickly than had been previously appreciated. 

Michael Jacobs, a former special advisor to ex-British prime minister Gordon Brown on 
climate change, now a professor at the London School of Economics, said the findings 
would force China to begin to accept it could no longer be treated as a developing 
country when it came to climate change. 

"China doesn't want to acknowledge that it's no longer 'just another developing country,' 
but as its total and per capita emissions rise, it's inevitable that China will have to take a 
greater degree of responsibility both domestically and in the international arena," he said. 
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