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China Report Finds Extensive Pollution  
By SHAI OSTER  

BEIJING?China's government said its water is far more polluted and its industry is 
producing far more waste than previously realized, in a major study that 
environmentalists welcomed as a step toward greater transparency. 

China's first official nationwide census of pollution sources, issued Tuesday, found that 
the amount of pollution discharged into the water totaled 30.3 million metric tons in 
2007?more than double the 13.8 million tons reported for that year in a report two years 
ago, where the government claimed water pollution had declined 3% from a year earlier. 

 

A worker stands in front of a coal-fired power plant in Datong, China. 

At a news conference to unveil the survey, Zhang Lijun , vice minister for environment 
protection, said the huge increase reflected the census's more accurate measurements that 
for the first time included wastewater runoff from farms that is laden with chemicals such 
as ammonia. The chemicals are in fertilizers and pesticides that have revolutionized food 
cultivation but are misused by millions of farmers who typically work on 
small,fragmented plots of land.  

The new numbers underscore the urgent need for China to clean up its waterways, 
because of their shrinking capacity to absorb more pollution. China estimates its water 
has the natural ability to safely absorb about seven million tons a year of pollution 
discharge. 



Still, the report represents "an important first step to recognize the problem. Then you can 
take action," said leading environmentalists Ma Jun, head of the Institute of Public and 
Environmental Affairs, a nonprofit organization that has compiled a database of 
nationwide air and water pollution using public records. "I think this is highly positive for 
this data to be disclosed." 

Environmentalists said the survey's effectiveness in sparking change may be limited by 
reluctance among local officials, who are mostly judged on economic performance, to 
employ tougher standards that might limit industrial growth. Mr. Zhang, the vice 
minister, said the results of the census, which involved years of effort and about half a 
million workers, won't be considered in annual performance reviews of government 
bureaucrats. 

 

Tuesday's data also indicated that China is producing far more industrial waste, including 
hazardous material, than previously reported. The ministry said industrial solid waste 
such as particles from mines or steel mills totaled 49.14 million tons in 2007?more than 
triple earlier figures for the same year. The ministry didn't give an explanation for the 
discrepancy. 

Pollution and other environmental issues have become a leading cause of social unrest in 
China, in addition to spurring health concerns. Days before Tuesday's report, more than 
300 people in a southern Chinese town attacked a government building protesting a 
water-diversion plan, according to the state-run Xinhua news agency. 

Xinhua said hundreds took to the streets in prosperous Guangdong province over the 
weekend and stoned vehicles and cranes, in an effort to stop construction of a reservoir 
that would divert water to a neighboring community. Villagers feared creating the 
reservoir would leave them with less water for crops and consumption, Xinhua said.  

Write to Shai Oster at shai.oster@wsj.com  



 

http://online.wsj.com/article/SB10001424052748704182004575054811793594150.html?
KEYWORDS=china+report+finds+extensive+pollution 

 


