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Students at Capital Normal University pose in front of a 3D-picture that warns 
people about saving water. Monday is World Water Day. Zou Hong / China Daily 

Bathing clubs in the capital soak up 41 times as much water each year as is in the 
Summer Palace's famed Kunming Lake, according to Hu Kanping, co-author of the 
Annual Report on Environment Development of China 2010.  

The document, which was released on March 19, said wasteful water consumption was 
rife in Beijing, even though the parched city was critically short of the resource. The 
number of bath clubs had soared to over 3,000 by the end of 2009, a stark rise from only 
39 two decades ago. The report estimated local bathing clubs use 81.6 million tons of 
water every year for baths alone.  

The document did have some good news. It pointed out that the average Beijinger uses 
only 248 cubic meters, which is 1/8 of the national average and 1/24 of the global 
average.  



"To be more explicit, if people worldwide each have a thermos flask of water, then the 
Chinese have a glass of water on average and Beijingers only have a mouthful of water," 
said Hu.  

He suggested Beijing to follow the lead of other provinces and draw up regulations for 
the bathhouse industry as soon as possible.  

Quanjincheng, a bathing chain in Beijing aimed at mid-range consumers, has voluntarily 
brought in stricter rules this year to conserve water. It is saving more than 125 tons of 
water each month.  

"We help by turning off the tap when the customer is temporarily out of the shower," said 
a manager, surnamed Liu. "Most of them can understand this pretty well. Actually, 
people in Beijing have a very good sense of saving water. In addition, every department 
in our company has to submit a water-saving plan every month. We just turned in a plan 
last week, not only about water-saving but also saving on electricity and heating."  

Hu said water-saving appliances and real-time charging systems, which have been used 
in some Beijing universities for several years, should be widely promoted.  

Beijing Foreign Studies University (BFSU) started using a real-time charging system in 
2006.  

The price has risen from 0.12 yuan per minute to 0.3 yuan per minute. While it was 
aimed at conserving water, the measure has not been well received.  

Zhang Lili, a postgraduate student at BFSU, said she must now pay 12 yuan for a long 
hot bath.  

"Four years ago, when I was an undergraduate student, it cost me less than five yuan But 
we still have to keep the water running, otherwise we might catch a cold," said Zhang.  

"Who will rush to finish their shower only to save some money? Charging more money 
will not help save water. Money is not the only solution."  

Hu's report pointed out that despite the fact that water for households has been raised 
from 3.7 yuan per cubic meter to 4 yuan per cubic meter, some people want to get their 
money's worth when they go to bath clubs and take their time.  
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