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BEIJING: China has taken up what would prove to be one of the world's biggest projects to resettle 
330,000 people likely to be affected by the planned the massive south-to-north water diversion project 
crisscrossing the giant nation. 

The move comes within a few years after China relocated 846,200 people displaced by clearing 632 square 
kilometers of land for the world's biggest dam, the Three Gorges project. More people continue to be 
displaced as the project is growing and the total number of people that will relocated due to Three Gorges 
project will finally reach 1.1 million, official estimates suggest. 

The story is no different in the case of the proposed south-to-north water diversion project, which is 
expected to throw out a lot more people than the initial estimates of 330,000. The project chief Zhang Jiyao 
said on Sunday that 330,000 people will be displaced for creation of the Danjiangkou Reservoir alone in 
central China's Hubei Province. They will be relocated to neighboring localities, he said. 

The purpose of the massive south-to-north water diversion project is designed to divert water from the 
water-rich south of the country, mainly the Yangtze, or the country's longest river, up to the dry areas of 
northern China. 

Two third of those to be displaced will be relocated to more than 50 nearby counties and cities, Zhang said. 
The government has already launched a pilot relocation project last November, he said. 

Water from the proposed Danjiangkou Reservoir on Hanjiang River, which is the largest tributary of the 
Yangtze, will be moved to the major cities of Beijing and Tianjin through an open-cut canal. 

But this is just one part of the project along the central route. The vast canal project has two other routes, 
the western and eastern routes to take water of several rivers across the dry areas of the country. It is not yet 
clear how many more people will be displaced once work begins on the two other routes. 
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